If you have questions about your e-newsletter please call 327-0405 or e-mail Jessie at programs@montananaturalist.org.
September 2007 at your Montana Natural History Center
www.MontanaNaturalist.org  

The Montana Natural History Center is your base camp for discovery.

Note our Spring Hours:  Tuesday – Friday from noon – 5 pm and Saturdays from noon to 4 pm.  Bring your family to enjoy fun activities and natural history exploration each Saturday, and admission for MNHC Members is always free. 

What’s happening outside:
Pronghorn breed later this month.

Bull elk are coming into their rut and establishing harems.

Female and immature hummingbirds head out on their southbound migration. Most males have already left. 

The last cedar waxwings are fledging and changing their diet from insects to berries. 

Bears are roaming widely to find enough food to increase their fat stores.

Calling all volunteers! 

MNHC is looking for enthusiastic folks to help with various programs – such as the Visiting Naturalist and Traveling Trunks, assist with field trips, Saturday kids’ activities and help with various managerial tasks. Please call 327-0405 for more information or stop by and visit us at 120 Hickory St. 
FALL AND SPRING INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES!!!! 
NOW accepting applications. See our website : http://www.montananaturalist.org/support/internships.htm for more information.

General Education Intern, Gain experience teaching and get paid! Participate in the Visiting Naturalist in the Schools program, Saturday Family Guides, lead tours at the Phillip Wright Zoological Museum at UM, and assist with all of MNHC youth and community programs! 

 Visiting Naturalist in the Schools Instructor, PDF Job Description. Teach natural history in a          classroom and outside! Lead field trips! Help support this successful program in one of over 20 classrooms MNHC visits monthly. Monthly trainings are required.  Call 327-0405 for more information.
If you’d like to be notified about Fun Kids’ Activities happening this summer and fall please send Jessie an e-mail at programs@montananaturalist.org or call 327-0405. Be sure to check out our Saturday kids’ activities listed later in this e-mail.
SEPTEMBER EVENTS AT MNHC

Saturday Kids Activities for September! 
Join us Saturday at 2 pm for a different exciting children’s program at MNHC. Admission is 50 cents for kids, $1 for adults and MNHC members are free. Children must be accompanied by an adult. Be prepared to go outside. Programs run about an hour to an hour and a half. Great for kids ages 5 and older.
September 8 - Bears and Berries
Did you know that a bear can smell certain types of food from up to 30 miles away?  We’ll learn more incredible bear facts, play a hibernation game, read a story and do a bear-y fun art project. 
September 15 – Winged Wonders
Why do birds fly south?  We’ll learn about big and small Montana birds that migrate, as well as play a migration game, see a puppet show and make bird airplanes. 
Visiting Naturalist in the Schools Field Trip Training 
September 15, 10:00-3:00
Montana Natural History Center, 120 Hickory St.
Join us to learn about our local plants, birds and other wildlife as we prepare for our fall school field trips!  Volunteers participating in the training are asked to help teach field trips in October.  Call 327-0405 to register.

 



 
Saturday Discovery Day - EXTREME TREES - The Whitebark Pine of Morrell Peak
Saturday September 22, 2007
Meet at Montana Natural History Center, 120 Hickory St.,   9 am - 5 pm
$15 non-members, $10 MNHC members, 4 OPI Credits available!!

Join the Montana Natural History Center for a day focusing of the extreme trees that inhabit sub-alpine Montana, the whitebark pine! Dr. Stephen Arno will accompany us on the hike to help interpret the white bark pine forest and ecology. We'll carpool from MNHC in Missoula to the 8,000 ft Morrell Peak. From there we'll picnic near the top of the peak and complete a fairly flat hike of ~1 mile to a marvelous stand of white bark pine. Bring warm clothes, a wind breaker, a sack lunch, water and walking shoes.

Stephen Arno holds a Ph.D. in forestry and plant science from the University of Montana. He retired from the U.S. Forest Service's Rocky Mountain Research Station after writing and co-authoring 100 scientific publications dealing with various aspects of forest ecology.
Space is limited. Registration is required. Please call 327-0405.
Saturday, September 26
6:30-7pm   Volunteer Open House and Grand Opening of our NEW Whitebark Pine Exhibit

7pm  Evening Lecture Series – Whitebark Pine – Keystone Species Under Threat

Featuring Diana Tomback, PhD
MNHC, 120 Hickory St.,   7 pm. 
Suggested donation: $3 adults, $1 kids, MNHC members: Free

Join Diana Tomback for a fascinating lecture on the ecology and ecosystem benefits provided by the high mountain “keystone” species, the whitebark pine. Diana will also cover threats to whitebark pine in the northern Rockies due to various factors including climate change.  Additional topics will include the role of the Clark’s nutcracker in whitebark pine seed dispersal, the critical habitat whitebark pine provides for grizzly bears as well as restoration strategies for the whitebark pine. 
Dr. Diana F. Tomback is a Professor at the University of Colorado and Health Sciences Center in Denver. In the mid-1970’s, while studying the behavior ecology of the Clark’s nutcracker, she discovered that the nutcracker is the primary seed disperser for whitebark pine. Dr. Tomback is currently the director for the nonprofit organization “Whitebark Pine Ecosystem Foundation” which is working to raise funds and awareness to preserve whitebark pine habitat. 
Call 327-0405 for more information.



Mount Jumbo Prairie Restoration - Prairie Keepers
Saturday, September 29, 1pm
Meet at Cherry Street trailhead
Give back to our most heavily used public areas by helping restore the fragile native prairies along the L trail. Pull knapweed, scatter seeds, and cover up eroding trails. Meet at the Cherry Street Trailhead, bring work gloves and water.
Call 327-0405 or see http://prairiekeepers.dbs.umt.edu for more information. 
Membership supports educational programs and exhibits!
Join our Membership Drive and give the gift of education.  You can make your gift online at www.MontanaNaturalist.org.  Help celebrate 16 years of MNHC discoveries! 
MNHC is an independent non-profit organization celebrating its 16th Anniversary.
Become a member and support MNHC’s mission of promoting and cultivating the appreciation, understanding and stewardship of nature through education. Members receive discounts on programs, special invitations, free admission to the MNHC Discovery Center, and the knowledge that they are supporting natural history education in local schools.   
MNHC is a proud member of Montana Shares. 

Feel free to forward this to friends who might enjoy learning more about 
the Montana Natural History Center.

120 Hickory Street, Missoula, Montana 59801

406.327.0405

www.MontanaNaturalist.org 

Copyright © 2007
