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October 2007 at your Montana Natural History Center
www.MontanaNaturalist.org  

The Montana Natural History Center is your base camp for discovery.

Note our Spring Hours:  Tuesday – Friday from noon – 5 pm and Saturdays from noon to 4 pm.  Bring your family to enjoy fun activities and natural history exploration each Saturday, and admission for MNHC Members is always free. 

What’s happening outside:
Larch needles turn yellow and then fall off.

Milkweed seed pods explode open and spread their parachute-like seeds for germination this autumn. 

The Big Dipper, Ursa Major, is at its lowest point in the sky.  

Short and long-tailed weasels molt into their dense white coats in autumn

Depending on the weather and elevation, grizzly bears may start to hibernate for the winter.

Snakes move into dens for the winter, often in groups with other snake species.

Calling all volunteers! 

MNHC is looking for enthusiastic folks to help with various programs – such as the Visiting Naturalist and Traveling Trunks, assist with field trips, Saturday kids’ activities and help with various managerial tasks. Please call 327-0405 for more information or stop by and visit us at 120 Hickory St. 
FALL AND SPRING INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES!!!! 
NOW accepting applications. See our website : http://www.montananaturalist.org/support/internships.htm for more information.

General Education Intern,  Participate in the Visiting Naturalist in the Schools program, Saturday Family Guides, lead tours at the Phillip Wright Zoological Museum at UM, and assist with all of MNHC youth and community programs!  Call 327-0405 for more information.
 Visiting Naturalist in the Schools Instructor, PDF Job Description. Teach natural history in a          classroom and outside! Lead field trips! Help support this successful program in one of over 20 classrooms MNHC visits monthly. Monthly trainings are required.  Call 327-0405 for more information.
If you’d like to be notified about Fun Kids’ Activities happening this fall and winter please send Jessie an e-mail at programs@montananaturalist.org or call 327-0405. Be sure to check out our Saturday kids’ activities listed later in this e-mail.
Open to the Community and all Students – Become a certified Montana Naturalist.
EVST 395- Montana Naturalist Class 
Mondays, starting January 21, 2008
5:00pm-8:00pm, with two Saturday field trips in April
Price: $295, includes $50 non-refundable deposit required to hold spot 
(Credit available  through UM for an extra fee)
Develop the skills and tools of a Naturalist
Explore the natural areas.
Learn the natural history of Montana plants and animals from local experts
Space is limited – Registration must be made through the Montana Natural History Center 327-0405. OPI credit available.  Montana Naturalist Certification available

OCTOBER EVENTS AT MNHC

Save the Date for:

 Montana Natural History Center DINNER and AUCTION

Saturday, October 27.  6pm.  Harley Davidson Party Room
Tickets $45/MNHC members, $50/Non-members. 

Auction features include:  a live auction officiated by auctioneer (and mayor John Engen,) a silent auction, a fabulous menu crafted of local ingredients and musical performance by a local artist.  Auction items include: nature excursions, international travel packages, local dinners and services, original artwork and more!  
Don’t miss the fun. Call 327-0405 for more information. 
Saturday Kids Activities for October! 
Join us Saturday at 2 pm for a different exciting children’s program at MNHC. Admission is 50 cents for kids, $1 for adults and MNHC members are free. Children must be accompanied by an adult. Be prepared to go outside. Programs run about an hour to an hour and a half. Great for kids ages 5 and older.

October 13: Garbage Art
Who says that you can’t make art from garbage? We’ll learn fun and creative uses for everyday garbage as well as have plenty of clean garbage on hand to make some awesome art projects.  Kids’ are welcome to bring a few pieces of clean garbage from home to use as well.

October 20: All About Bats
Did you know that some bats eat fish?  Why do bats have big ears and strangely shaped noses?  We’ll learn amazing bat facts, look at cool bat photos, learn to hunt like a bat and make bat masks just in time for Halloween!


Saturday Discovery Day - The Elk of Grant Creek
Saturday, October 6, 8 am - 11 am
Meet at Montana Natural History Center, 120 Hickory St.
Non-members $15, MNHC members $10
3 OPI Credits available!!
Join Shawn Cleveland, UM graduate student, and Bert Lindler, North Hills elk and weed volunteer, for an up close look at the elk herds of Grant Creek and surrounding areas.  We’ll drive and hike in search of elk and other available wildlife. 
As we travel, Shawn Cleveland will discuss his graduate study of the elk and will demonstrate how he tracks radio collared elk.  Bert Lindler will discuss volunteer efforts to improve management of the rapidly growing herd and the challenges of managing elk on the outskirts of Missoula. Sure to be an eye opening experience into the world of urban elk management in the Missoula Valley.
Teachers may be eligible to receive OPI credit for many of our programs, including Saturday Discovery Days – inquire for details! 
Space is limited. Registration is required. Please call 327-0405


Osprey: Fishing in Dangerous Waters
Evening Lecture featuring Erick Greene and Heiko Langner
Wednesday, October 10.
7 pm. Suggested donation: $3 adults, $1 kids and MNHC member are free. 
Join UM Professor, Dr. Erick Greene, and UM Geochemist Dr. Heiko Langner for a look at the fabulous “fish hawk,” the osprey.  Learn about osprey ecology, increased mercury levels in osprey food sources, as well as the negative effects of bailing twine. Dr. Greene and Dr. Langner are being aided in the bailing twine study by Hellgate High School students Matt Parker and Max Egenhoff who will help present the findings on this subject.
Call 327-0405 for more information. 


The Elusive Wolverine- Evening Lecture featuring Jeff Copeland
Wednesday, October 17, 7 pm.
Suggested donation: $3 adults, $1 kids and MNHC member are free. 
Join wolverine biologist Jeff Copeland, as he profiles the elusive wolverine, its surprisingly social nature, enormous home range as well as to dispel common misconceptions.
Call 327-0405 for more information.

Volunteer Naturalist Training

November 1, 2007

4:00-5:00 pm at MNHC

November: The Reason for the Seasons
Learn how to teach about seasonal change from the reason why we have seasons on earth to the changes in our plant and animal communities.  We’ll study how the school yard has changed during the fall months.  Call 327-0405 with questions. 
Membership supports educational programs and exhibits!
Join our Membership Drive and give the gift of education.  You can make your gift online at www.MontanaNaturalist.org.  Help celebrate 16 years of MNHC discoveries! 
MNHC is an independent non-profit organization celebrating its 16th Anniversary.
Become a member and support MNHC’s mission of promoting and cultivating the appreciation, understanding and stewardship of nature through education. Members receive discounts on programs, special invitations, free admission to the MNHC Discovery Center, and the knowledge that they are supporting natural history education in local schools.   
MNHC is a proud member of Montana Shares. 

Feel free to forward this to friends who might enjoy learning more about 
the Montana Natural History Center.

120 Hickory Street, Missoula, Montana 59801

406.327.0405
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