If you have questions about your e-newsletter please call 327-0405 or e-mail Jessie at programs@montananaturalist.org.
August 2007 at your Montana Natural History Center
www.MontanaNaturalist.org  

The Montana Natural History Center is your base camp for discovery.

Note our Spring Hours:  Tuesday – Friday from noon – 5 pm and Saturdays from noon to 4 pm.  Bring your family to enjoy fun activities and natural history exploration each Saturday, and admission for MNHC Members is always free. 


What’s happening outside:
Fireweed is in peak bloom

Bull elk are still shedding velvet from their antlers

Noxious weeds, knapweed and tansy are at their peak in flowering

Young ospreys are generally one of the latest raptors to fledge
Columbian ground squirrels go into hibernation

Summer Science Discovery Camps start to wrap things up
Our camps continue to go well.  The only camps that we have space in are the 6th-8th grade camps – From Seed to Table and Map your World.  Campers must be at least 9 years old to be eligible for these camps.   Camps meet from 9:00 am until 4:00 pm with extended drop off and pick up hours from 8:00-9:00am and 4:00-5:00pm.  Visit our website to see what exciting topics we’ll explore this summer!  To register, visit us at 120 Hickory Street in Missoula, print and mail your registration from home or call 327-0405 and register by phone!
Calling all volunteers! MNHC is looking for enthusiastic folks to help with various programs – such as the Visiting Naturalist and Traveling Trunks, assist with field trips, Saturday kids’ activities and help with various managerial tasks. Please call 327-0405 for more information or stop by and visit us at 120 Hickory St. 
If you’d like to be notified about Fun Kids’ Activities happening this summer and fall please send Jessie an e-mail at programs@montananaturalist.org or call 327-0405. Be sure to check out our August kids’ activity about endangered species later in this e-mail.
AUGUST EVENTS AT MNHC



Knapweed-eating weevils- Prairie Keepers
Tuesday, August 7, 7pm
Montana Natural History Center, 120 Hickory St.
Come join us in the air conditioned MNHC to learn about the knapweed root-boring weevil. High School students from Darmy will explain how they raise the insects, and give you some little critters to take home for your own knapweed.
Call 327-0405 or see http://prairiekeepers.dbs.umt.edu for more information. 
Educator Workshop: Studying Seasonal Change in the Classroom 
August 21 from 9:00 am -3:30 pm FREE
Montana Natural History Center, 120 Hickory St.

This workshop is designed to share techniques, resources and specific activities that will help educators bring the study of seasonal change into their classroom and will provide you with take-home skills to build upon your existing curriculum in areas of science, social studies, math, and art. Space is limited - Registration Required!  Bring a bag lunch, weather appropriate clothing, water bottle, and notepad. 
 

September 15 10:00-3:00 Visiting Naturalist in the Schools Field Trip Training
Join us to learn about our local plants, birds and other wildlife as we prepare for our fall school field trips!  Volunteers participating in the training are asked to help teach field trips in October.  Call to register.
 


Wildflower and Wild Grass Seed Collection Workshop- Prairie Keepers
Tuesday, August 21, 7 pm
Nature Adventure Garden at Fort Missoula
Get the late bloomers: blanket flower, yarrow and more. This is a great activity for children and families. Seeds will be used in local restoration efforts, and volunteers make take some home.
Call 327-0405 or see http://prairiekeepers.dbs.umt.edu for more information. 
Saturday Kids Activity for August! 
Join us Saturday at 2 pm for a different exciting children’s program at MNHC, 120 Hickory St. Admission is 50 cents for kids, $1 for adults and MNHC members are free. Children must be accompanied by an adult. Be prepared to go outside. Programs run about an hour to an hour and a half. Great for kids ages 5 and older.

August 25 – Endangered Ferrets, Fish and Fowl
Learn about local threatened and endangered species such as the black-footed ferret, the bull trout and the whooping crane, with a scavenger hunt. We’ll also read a story and paint a picture.
 Visiting Naturalist in the Schools Volunteer Training: Becoming a Montana Naturalist August 29,  4:00-5:00
Montana Natural History Center, 120 Hickory St.
Work with our Visiting Naturalist in the Schools 4th and 5th grade program.  This training will prepare you for September class visits and give you an opportunity to meet our Visiting Naturalist Instructors!
Call 327-0405 for more information.

Visiting Naturalist in the Schools Field Trip Training 
September 15, 10:00-3:00
Montana Natural History Center, 120 Hickory St.
Join us to learn about our local plants, birds and other wildlife as we prepare for our fall school field trips!  Volunteers participating in the training are asked to help teach field trips in October.  Call 327-0405 to register.
 

Membership supports educational programs and exhibits!
Join our Membership Drive and give the gift of education.  You can make your gift online at www.MontanaNaturalist.org.  Help celebrate 16 years of MNHC discoveries! 
MNHC is an independent non-profit organization celebrating its 16th Anniversary.
Become a member and support MNHC’s mission of promoting and cultivating the appreciation, understanding and stewardship of nature through education. Members receive discounts on programs, special invitations, free admission to the MNHC Discovery Center, and the knowledge that they are supporting natural history education in local schools.   
MNHC is a proud member of Montana Shares. 

Feel free to forward this to friends who might enjoy learning more about 
the Montana Natural History Center.
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